PARENTING

.New ho
SLOW

Mammy, thits is oo
hard for el Dhoes
wour chikd ler o a

simitar cry of desparr each fane e
strimpeles with honicwork? And
while his frustranon makes yoo
wince, do v often feel you
patieice beigr srerched o
breaking poomt? You e mong your
best, yet vour cluibd fuils 1o
underszand even smple concepts
Perhaps you'se dhnking it's because
he's micee imgerssted p|.|'.-'|'.|:.,: than
studying. Well, perhaps you need to
think agiin. For chances are, your
child conld bhe grapplmg with a real
problem, o problem thar is faced by
one ok of every fve or ax
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children — your child could be o
slosy learner

All parenes want therr chald we be
briglst aiad excel nrsmdies, The
rruth is noe every child will be ahbe
tir Fulfil these parental desires. Thar's
becanse, pst & children have
dizmamilar fearmres, thev alo have
differemt inteligence levels

Cinly abons 25 per cens of all
people have abowve norimal
i|'|-I!il_'.-:1r £, W hereas aroumd 1 per
cent have aversre intellgence

There are twn categori=s nf

1
chaldren who have bebinw nocomal
otelbigince — slowr learners and

the mentally resarded. Just pwn per

cemt. Fuvine an IO less dhan 75, are

ARNERS

corsidersd to ke mencally deficens
Show learmers are those with
botderdine inrelfigence, They have
i [6) rangring fromme 75w W0, and
conseitute around 20 o 25 per cene
of the population. But sich kids are
it anmtellgpent. They CAN learmn
though nuvbe wot a3 easiby or
quickly as other children their age.
[hey may sob pessess intellecmal
skills, bait they could have other
talents and the capacity oo develop
rhese i the right wppost 1
provsded ntme

CATCH THEM EARLY
In the first feowr vears of primary
s-hinol, sbovwe learners manage o



cope despite 3 livtde deffculty with
reading, writiiyg and mathematcs
Dux after that, they begin o
strusggle with all the subjects and
the gap berween them and iz
clammates begim o widen. If your
chibd 15 facing similar problems, he
needs help, and he nesds i st
Sumbs-based chinacal
pavchologist and counsellor
Bhawana Berkar, who runs the
Ulnnang Centre for Aunstic and
Sloow Learmers, says, " Adies their
children repeanedly fail in exams,
parents start looking for solitions.
They enforce an increase in-smdy
houss, send the kids for one or
moTe mutions, put a ban on
watching TV, surt beanng the kids
or even give them olemiory onics
It & only after everything else fails
that meodr parents look for
professional help.” Kerkar
emphasises that the best remedial
actron ko geran 1O} rest done ak
the eartiest, for ondy then can the
eocact case of a childs learmng
problem and the perfect mode of
furthes weatment be determaned.
If the [0 rest reveals that yous
child is a sdow learner, although you
won't be happy with the nesult,
dom't graewe over it or hlame

¥ Believe in them and they will Dofeevs
b Chepmick s

¥ Encourage. bl don't push them.
Appraciato amd acrept ther best eflors,
Hawe patienoe; givee them meore time to
camplete lakks

3 Don't be overprofectives cxposs
them to different siluations and gently
gha thom the frecdom to test their

e abilities,

M Perver underestimete their pobentlad

mistivate them to devalog thalr fadands.

The best remedial action is to get
an 1Q test done at the earliest

yourself o your spouse. Actually,
there are twi possible cases for
borderline intefhgence. The et
medscal; the second & genenc, But
don’t emaste me finding oue el
made things go wrong,: Rarher,
focus oo helping vour child mckle
the learning problem and develop
his talents.

There is no cure tor low
intedlectual capaciy Bar sciennfic
sndics hawe shoam that a cluikd's
learning skalls can be enhanced
through tencely samulacion, and that
changes in mental capacisy ane
greacest dunmg early childhood
Corverichy lack of early academic
vomulanon and pasental support
could resok in a dow leamer
getting caughe m the downward
spiral of frustration, hopelesiness,
loss of seli-esteem, and even mental
health problems. Therefore, the
earlver your chalds bearning
problem i identfied and addresed,
the better the chances of spurring
him on o resch his full potentol.

NIOS: A WONDERFUL
NEW OPTION FOR
SLOW LEARMNERS
Radhy, since slow learners are
merther memtally retanded nor

PARENTING SLOW LEARNERS

X Make imlormation as conorote s
possibla i they can see and towch
thimgs, learming will be easer.

W Explore academic and career
options together with than, by
ke IDo- accoumt their inbenests,
limitations and streng ths,

I Masntain a seace of humowr snd

take timen ta sonell the mses,

¥ Don't be kard on poursell or your
spouss; & cheerful parent is always a
beetter parent.

learning disabled (like dysleéxics or
those with ADHIY, they don't
rquality’ for the special services or
facilities made available to these
groups within traditional education
programines. And till a few years
ago, parents had no other choace
e o enral their slow learner chikd
mitn a regubar school, and ger a
rrained after-schood futor or
prvcholigiss (o cosch him it i was
seen o he necesary,

Bait, ninw' thete's a miore
satisfacrory opuon — the Mational
[mscinute of Chpen Schooling
[MICIS), 2 special system of
sducation esmablished by the
Slimustry: of Human Resource
|'Jn:~'-.':_-|-:~pmr.n|:. Crovernment of
Indez, an 136, to berer
sceomimodare the specisl needs of
‘the differently abled’

Luarfilivg tegether cam
wrark wonders




PARENTING

SALIENT FEATURES

# School dropouts and thosw whi
Lannot pursac MaENETeEAm
acaderic progranmnes Can appoar
fot the MO atd X and sed X1
rertificetion exams; these are
erunvalent to the Maharashrea
Broard. FCSE and CHSE exams

# Hemg s diutance education
programime, theres no nesd o
enrod for regulbar clises,

#¥ Smudents can pick fve or ax
subjects of ther choace, with a
imarmneen af eoe Doeguage {insead
of the two-or three that adher
Boards demand). Mathemnatses 15
ok codnpulory

¥ Smudents can stacly b thew own
pace and need oot st for all the
subject examinatons 4f oo Hine:
¥ Theooe wha dont intend o
study bevond sid XII can choose
up to bam eocationa subject as
patt of the five or six subjects

# Succewshul candedubes are eligble

i jnin MALNEITEAIT JIRIOT O SETioT
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collegnes anywhere in ludia

% To find ot miore abowt NEOIS,
lewz on g0 wwweniogong, Thers are
BIICYS aceredited nstitutsons all
ovver the country, S0 consull your
chilils cliss wescher regarding chese
or about learnmg centres 1o vour
area that propare children for the
BICH exams, Carchne 1Y Souza,
Studeny Counsellor wed Co-
cosprdinaror of Cimyanoday, a
remedial education programime for
sloaw learners and the learning
dizabded ar Don Bosco’s 1Higch
Schonl, Borvls, M, sav,
"|"_.";|}-.1||1'|ﬂ11_; affers a Pre-MHCS
programme for chiddeen aged 10w
15 Years, in addion oo the MNICKH:
it X amel sd XK clasdes. Chr
speecial elasses smmlace vhe all-
roond development of children by
prowidimg them wath the benefis of
eopular schoaling as well as
appartunties w develop thea
rabents in leadership, dramarncs,
sports, conmmpasters arkd other extra-
currséular sctivitics. We also reach
them compensatory skilks like rime
mnnageinent and shecnve sty
habies,” She poants oot that the {0
ehiae alinoan 810 per cent il
{rmyanoday sudents joan mogular
eolleges for sl X1 or std X1 e
proad thar chabdeen with learning
diflicubtics can hlossom when
p!;l-c:fu_'l i the 'r'.!:h'r ermranrment.

BE THEIR GREATEST
CHEERLEADER

o learners are normal kids with
a healthy curicsicy #hont the world
around them. They want o learn,
But they ‘fail” becnose the
mraskitional edducation system wakes
tiems compers with smdents of all
oither abiliry levels, withoul aking
into considerarion their special
learning needs.

Citing the examiple of her oom
school, 1hon Bosco's, that permis
‘wreaker stuidenis extr e o
coiplese their exam papers,

17 50 aserts, " Theres nothing to
S arher r-:'-[_l;ul.ar sihoods from
making simlar concessons within

rhe mainstream cducation system
fior those wigh learning dificubties”
Lhe adds, *Schools shonald alss
COCOUrEE co-operanve learning
projeces and ‘buddy learmng’,
because fellow srodents can often
explain chings to slow learners
better than teackiers of pravace
ETTTET P

Bot can parents themsebes funor
a slerer bearning chibd? “Yes", aav
1V 50aza, “but i naost cases, only
tifl sed W1 o0 sed VI and proerided
they adopt certain rechniques"
Feferring to one such techngue,
she explains, “5Slowr learners carmos
remember lesrmed matedal as well
a averige sndents, 5o, rather than
presutisng them o mug up whole
paragraphs, parent showld abways
teach them to remember pust the
main pevines.”

Sate authors Carolyn
Wiarnemusende and John H
Sameson, an thelr hook,
‘Uinderachievement: Heversing
the Proces’.“To expect thar your
chitld will beomne & docoos, lawyer,
o teacher is not reasonable. To
knowr thae he hes the potential for
responmible cmployisei in &
worthwhile job & reabstic and
appropriate” So, why be undoky
worried? Insead, help your slow
learmer cluld to build on his
seremths. This could pave the way
o has suceess e laver lde

LAUNCH THEM

INTO A WIDER WORLD
The problem faeed by slowr learners
z peindy academic In the career
miarkesplice, some doors may be
chosed tor themy, but scores of
alvernative carcer opticns are wide
open: Az Kerkar-affrms, “Slow
bearmers have the potential o
develop ther olents and lead
productive lnes”

OF course, they can't be expected
tor o thas alome, As wforibed
paretts, YO can pive them the
power to help themseles and live
wiith dagmey o fully functioning
members of socety.




