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Selecting the
Right
Course:
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1en Derek Maontein
was in the fifth and
final VEAT of his M5%¢
in Physicsac 11T,
Mumbai, he ended his “affair with
physics” vo follew his true calling
in modern art. The Mumbai-based
arrist says he has no regrers about
his radical decision. Inspired by that
“surrealistic dude.” André Breton,
wha boved she sound of the word
‘marvelbous, he describes has art as
‘Marvelloos Monsense |

Bur mot many st wdents fimd i
easy to change course mid-stream or
almaosc at the finish fine, like Derek
did, Given the limitless oprions
available nowadays, whether vou've
just completed your rwellth or your
graduare degree, it is even more
imporzant to make sure you choose
[J-.Il_"' FIErNE Sk THES .ﬂ|'||:i L LY "ald.luilhl.'i:
time and a lor of money.

According to carcer counsellor
Swati Salunkhe. Managing Diirector
of the Growth Cencre, the most
commaon reason for choosing the
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wrang course is following the
latest trend — the herd menealioy.
The other reasons include peer
pressure, parental expectarions,
pereeived scatus arrached 1o certain
:;Imtl:'s.bl_{'ln &, .|r|-:‘| 14414 ril:i'.l. IJJI.'I s
‘percentage’ facror, on the basis

of which it is assumed that theose
scoring abave 80 per cent should
take up science, those obtaining
berween T0-80 per cent shoaskd
choose commeree, and stodents
scoring less than that should go in
tor ares.

MIFTY STRATEGIES

The course vou pick now for
higher education is going o impact
vour success and happinessin life, So
here are a few pointers froi m.ﬂcing
2 smart choice and avoiding getting
stuck in a carcer doing work you
don't enjoy.

Sﬂlmr.rff.rt_].lr.lur rrferesis
Do vou think a docror’s daughrer
who hates being around sick people

wounld be h:l]:lrr:-. a5 a docrord Mo Wy
So give top priority to the things
that interest you while deciding on a
collepe course.

Rami ALRfou’, whe l-_::r:l.-l.‘lu:lll:d
with electrical engineering in
Jordan, is now pursuing a PhD in
Computer Science in the US. He
By, “I chose a different hlh_irct far
graduate studies because [ decided
to focus on the extracurricular
activitics thar | had fun doing
and had motivared me during the
L|n-:|¢'rgra:'.uatu vears.” Phanindra
Bhagavarula, on the other hand,
persisted with computer science
EVen r‘l:,:'r FH'I"th:-I.I.‘lIJ:-ll\'_' "hLI.IdIL"'i- J.'!t
says, "Afrer | spent nearly tour years
working in the indusery, 1 realised
I wanted to gain more skills in my
chosen held.”




{ ek owd the career fraspecs
Mak NE CAreer opportunities
the [PrimE: FEasod fror Fli.CIoCEI"'.E a
rourse is definitely nor a bright
wlea. Bur you ve g.-:.-[ toy e F:-l:-l...':.;.'.'..
ind research where vour chosen
math will |.|.|u':.-.l||. FKunal Modi, 2
compurer engineering gradoare, was
working as a software developer for
in e-coMMeroe company when he
3 | I (K15 ‘I I'II. MU ITIONS :'.u."hi. it I i1:|
ibs involving che sale of software or
SOT W RCES 40 Li!".'::' - 12 Ha"h MEXT MaO¥Cs
He opeed for the Master of Science
in Information Svstems (M5IS)
prOgramme. havs Mlodi, 1 ehos
MS1S because it would help me
acquire finance and management
Jkills and help me understand how
:;__'hn:_':l.':l;'-.' marries busness,

T4 '-\."'hi.'a'.l'\_il. '.i'l!': l\.-..- H:i.'i.'::'.l. CaAPCCT
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* You are Godly good - Wt
all have our foree, so why not
stick o something you are
already amazing at?

Get real - You are nor as
fanrabulous as o think

vou are. You might be a
great writer bue a crappy
ediror, then rake a course

in editing and strive to be a
well-grounded professional,
Challenge vour weaknesses
and broaden vour horizon.
Talk to your tattoo artist
~ I yvou have been sneakily
watching MTV Ink and

erying hard not to drool, then
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unleash your true passion
and explore,

* Picking a major Is like
picking a life partner -
You can always have a fresh
seart after years of swearing,
But why deal with the
divoree when ¥OLL Can avoid
it in the first place. Know the
difference berween a passion
and a hobby

» Lying ain't gonna get
you anywhere - Be true to
yourself. Know your strengrhs
and weaknesses and don't
leap into something thar you
cannot handle.
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POPULAR
Vocatioridl

COURSES

* Sophia Shree BK Somani Memorial
Pedytechnic has a Diploma Course
in Applied Art

* Shree Bhagubhai Mafatlal
Palytechnic has full-time and part-
time diploma coursas in differant
enginesring streams

« Mumbal University offers a
Diplama in Distetics and Applied
Nutrition as a specialisation course
for graduate students

= The Export Trade and Tralning
Institute conducts an Advanced
Certificate Coursa in Foreign Trade
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paths that are related to vour incer-
ests and skills.
eal ArMS, {'n'lj.'ll.x'l:.'l'l'lfl'l L GpparTun 1Eies
and job security in che marker for
oL chosen carcer,

et information on

Research cowrses that would
Ire it -'-'r.l.-..u'.lll l|'J:.-'

Nexe, use all available means — che
Incerner, CAIMPUS VISIES, NEwspapers
and magazines, discussions with
EE.'u‘.'.:i:. and Friends, ex students,
ind professors — o check out the
universities and colleges offering
the conarses 1'|||.|':|_' miost Interested
in. (30 by the credentials of the
institution racher than eve-carching
advertisements promising “100 per
cent job placements.

Also, don't make the mistake of
COUALIng |'|ig|'|r.'| sducation with a
degree course. There are several good
options effered by vocational colleges
and polytechnics too, so explore
these as well. '

Check if you're eligible for these
I'I'JII'?'FF'F- .

Enrolling for certain courses
Fequires prospective students o clear
ENMErANCE CXIMS. HOme '=“_E|“ e
a minimum period of employment,
sech as an MBA programme, [ncase
voul re considering studying overseas,
i} ....|:|'|' %] ||||;:_|'|1r naot need to
take the SAT. GRE, GMAT. or
TOEFL. Find out the require
in advance as these exams need
proper planning,

{hreck if your choices are feasible
A reality check is 2 muse before
] gn-.ln'-' further. Consider if WEILT
hl'l.c....l.l.l circumstances would make
it possible 1o cover the cost of study

It Anances are a hurdle, research
epportunities for bank loans and
sch I'Ii.'ll"\.l‘ll||‘\.. If tirne 15 3 conscraine
due o ocher :".'w|:-cl||'-||:-i|i7|{':. ora
job, then an anline, paretime, or
correspondence course v.f'-uld be
'\-L"rl"'h:.hu. l."l.:'.!‘il.':‘-. |"'| I'\II_ SOIME COLITSES
are very competitive and difficuls wo
BET inmo. o do an honest evaluation
of your porential and prospects.

Keele Fh fedance r_'|"-_1.-r.l i v romniasedd

Often, even studenes who ar
sure abour their feld of soudy realise
[I‘IL'- Wil B0 l.‘II!l ‘;.l:'ll'l'lc'[h'l n:;:\- I_'I_'|I_' .]r[l'_l
tapping inoo unknown skills and
intereses lateron. Buc if vou cannoe
figure our whar ro study nexe, it's
time to consult your parents and
close Fricends who know vou beroer
than anyone else, or even a career
counsellon

l:hlu 5 1115 |.r'||=_|': IMent HI:I_]l_...\,_.[ Jlnn.
"n.r;i.,hﬁ-:'. Iwasn't very sure about
pursuing an MBA bur valable
iI'|_::l||‘.'- From L frsemds who wers
in the same field hefped me decide.”
Tanta Fernandes, who chose
commerce for l|||1|r'rq|||||_".__hr|_'- becanse
she loved machs, says, My F:"“" fIEs
advised me o t_;:- in for a careers
guidance apricude test when [ was
undecided abour whar ro do next”
Cin discover ing |1..r}'|r'-|:|_|1:|_.'|| tor
more crearive pursuits, she is now
doing her BS¢ in Muldmedia and
|l'| filirakeom,

Salunkhe has chis advice fos
uncertain teenagers and 1 poung
graduates: ~ The inrrinsic way ahead
Wil |.||1 I'l. EIII":'III‘"I'I ‘-I..“' ||'|\r-\.\_'l'\-\.}'lt._"_'|_'€:l|'|_
by listing cheir ||Lt'. anvd dislikes,
AP hs ard weaknesses, The
extrinsic way would be through a
_;1|-:II-|.'-.~\.|-:lr|.|| CAMCET rmlr::-...-l_lgr. who
adminisce
and personality teses, chus narrowing
the course options for them.”

s .'I_;:l[il.lln.il. ! '.-'.rq|||l_l|'u.'n-._'n_,

SUMMING UP
Caral Eikleberry, author of The
Career Uratde for Creative ang
'l:'l'n:l.'l:-'l'rr'f'-"l'l-'n'l'.'-'l':l'lI JI {'-5 rl.f:’ rlu [5 iE |'Iil\.'i':'|"
*Develop your own 1 mique Pn::.[|1-|'|r|_'||
insread of follaw ing comventional
l.'f‘:l.'ll.'\.".'ﬂTi.{lrlE [ b‘fl.'l.'.ll'l'll.'" SOTTRE CHic
else.” So make sure you pec on
the right train and you won't find
yourself gerting off at the wrong
CAreer srarion. Hav INg a carcer EI_! al
thar matches vour intepests |1"|__r-
not necessarily kead to wealeh,
bur will ensure contentment and a
fulhlling career, And char, in
Dierek's wods, would be
abwolurely marvellons! B



